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done within the memory of any one person*
There are always prayers to be said and priests to
be paid. By careful estimation, with Mr. Maid's
assistance^ I discovered that the actual undertaking
fee amounts to only about a tenth of what an
entire funeral and putting to rest of the soul costs*
The balance of the money Is spent on gifts,, proper
equipment, and last but certainly not least, on
prayers so that the soul of the departed may rest*
It costs a man as much to die in Japan as It
would for him to live a year or more. In. the
case of the wealthy., the funeral cost is often many
times equivalent to the cost of a year of living.
Thus3 though funerals are becoming more and
more simplified all the time It Is still too expensive '
to die,'